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SHEFFIELD — The Jewish War
Veterans of Lorain County hosted
Taps for Jewish Veterans on Sun-
day morning at Salem Jewish
Cemetery.

A AMVETS Post 32 honor guard
conducted the flag presentation
ceremony and presented World
War II Army veteran Arthur Good-
man with the flag.

Goodman spoke at the event

about how important it is to honor
those who have given so much for
a cause all Americans benefit
from.

“They’ve done their time and
we’re trying to recognize the veter-
ans here today and those who
have gone,” he said.

Jewish War Veterans Post 222
Commander Steve Smith gave a
background of the post, which
formed in 1940.

STEVE MANHEIM / CHRONICLE

Ken Sedlak, left, of the AMVETS Post 32 honor guard, presents the
U.S. flag to Army veteran Arthur Goodman on Sunday during Taps
for Jewish Veterans at Salem Jewish Cemetery in Sheffield.
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HARTFORD, Conn. — A glimpse of
student athletes in peak physical con-
dition vaping just moments after
competing in a football game led
Stamford High School Principal Ray-
mond Manka to reconsider his
approach to the epidemic.

His school traditionally has empha-

sized discipline for those caught with
e-cigarettes. Punishments become
increasingly severe with each offense,
from in-school suspensions to out-of-
school suspensions and, eventually,
notification of law enforcement.

But Manka began thinking about it
more as an addiction problem, and
less of a behavior issue, after seeing
the two players from another school

vaping near their bus. “It broke my
heart,” said Manka, whose school is
now exploring how to offer cessation
programs for students caught vaping
or with vaping paraphernalia.

“We’ve got to figure out how we can
help these kids wean away from bad
habits that might hurt their body or
their mind or otherwise create behav-
iors that can create habits that will be

harmful for the remainder of their
lives,” he said.

Schools elsewhere have been
wrestling with how to balance disci-
pline with prevention and treatment
in their response to the soaring num-
bers of vaping students.

Using e-cigarettes, often called vap-
ing, has overtaken smoking tradi-
tional cigarettes in popularity among
students, says the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. Last year,

one in five U.S. high school students
reported vaping the previous month,
according to a CDC survey.

E-cigarettes produce an aerosol by
heating a liquid that usually contains
high levels of nicotine — the addictive
drug in cigarettes and other tobacco
products — flavorings and other
chemicals. Users inhale this aerosol
into their lungs; when they exhale,
bystanders often breathe it in too.

Schools rethink vaping response
Treatment, not discipline, might be more effective

Ben Nuckols
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The word that
knocked runner-up Naysa Modi out of
last year’s Scripps National Spelling
Bee was “Bewusstseinslage” — one of
those flashy, impossible-sounding
German-derived words that make the
audience gasp when they are
announced.

Naysa believes the seemingly mun-
dane word that knocked her out the
year before was just as intimidating, if
not more.

For the spellers who will gather
starting today at a convention center
outside Washington, D.C., for this
year’s bee, an unremarkable sound is
the cause of their angst, their sleep-
less nights, their lifelong memories of
failure. It’s the most common sound
in the English language, represented
in the dictionary by an upside-down
“e,” a gray chunk of linguistic mortar.

To the uninitiated, it sounds like
“uh.” Spellers know it by its proper
name: the schwa.

Spellers
dread
1 sound

Paying respects
to Jewish vets

STEVE MANHEIM / CHRONICLE

Leo J. Citro, of the Italian American War Veterans of the United States, left, and Commandant Terry Taylor of Lofton Henderson
Marine Corps League Detachment 474, place flowers for the Roll Call to the Departed during a Memorial Day service Sunday at
Lorain High School.
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LORAIN — Service and community go hand-
in-hand with military veterans, said the keynote
speaker at a Memorial Day service Sunday.

Oberlin Superintendent David Hall honored
local veterans and veterans organizations dur-
ing the service at Lorain High School’s Perform-

ing Arts Center, which was hosted by the Coun-
cil of Lorain Veteran Service Organizations.

Hall, an Army veteran who served more than
20 years, talked about his service and the work
done by many veterans organizations. Hall trav-
eled the world through his deployments, includ-
ing to Iraq and Europe, and helped during Hur-
ricane Gustav in 2008.

“I want all our attendees today to remember
service and community can be as simple as just
making a caring phone call to a soldier and their
family, volunteering at the (Veteran Affairs), or
helping to organize a military coming-home cel-
ebration,” he said. “It begins with just one
forward-march movement.”

SERVICE AND COMMUNITY

Event honors sacrifices of military personnel who died during wars
AT A GLANCE

This year’s Scripps
National Spelling Bee includes
565 spellers — 271 advanced
through regional spelling bees
and 294 through an RSVBee
program. Spellers’ ages range
from 7 to 15, and the grade level
with the largest number of
spellers is eighth grade with
216 children, or 38 percent of
contestants. The
majority of
spellers,
65 percent,
attend public
schools.

Anika Pundir,
12, who attends
Avon Middle
School, will
represent Lorain County after
being the last speller standing at
the 36th annual Educational
Service Center of Lorain County
and The Chronicle-Telegram
Spelling Bee. Anika is identified
as speller number 364 on the
spelling bee’s website,
spellingbee.com.

A preliminary test will be given
to the spellers today. Onstage
preliminaries will be Tuesday and
Wednesday and will be
broadcast on ESPN3. The finals
are Thursday, and part one will
be broadcast on ESPN2, while
part two will be broadcast later
on ESPN.

Anika

National spelling
bee starts today

See SPELLERS, A2

See VAPING, A7

See VETS, A2

See SERVICE, A2
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The ceremony also honored
the seven local Jewish veterans
who died during WWII, whose
names are etched into a
memorial at the cemetery.

Jewish War Veterans mem-
bers and family and friends
also read more than 240 names
of Jewish veterans who died
during other wars and were
somehow tied to Lorain

County.
Zach Simonoff, a member of

Agudath B’nai Israel Syna-
gogue in Lorain, and Jay
Schmitt, president of Temple
B’Nai Abraham in Elyria, also
read the names of the 58 veter-
ans who died in the past year.

A Hebrew prayer of remem-
brance and death was made,
and taps was played.

Contact Bruce Walton at 329-7123 or
bwalton@chroniclet.com. Follow him on
Facebook @BWalton440 or Twitter
@BruceWalton.
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PHOENIX — A former busi-
ness manager of the late comic
book legend Stan Lee had his
initial court appearance early
Sunday in Arizona, where he
was arrested after fleeing Cali-
fornia charges of fiduciary
elder abuse.

Keya Morgan appeared in
Maricopa County Superior
Court on a charge of being a
fugitive of justice.

Court documents show Los
Angeles police alerted authori-
ties in the Phoenix suburb of
Scottsdale that Morgan’s cell
phone was being used in north
Scottsdale.

Morgan, 43, was found in a
house with his mother and
arrested without incident Sat-
urday morning, police said.

It’s unclear when Morgan
will be extradited to California,
where he’s facing felony
charges including theft,
embezzlement, forgery or
fraud against an elder adult,
and false imprisonment of an
elder adult. A misdemeanor
count also alleges elder abuse.

Los Angeles County prose-
cutors say Morgan sought to
capitalize on the Marvel Comic
mastermind’s wealth and exert
influence over Lee even though

he had no authority to act on
his behalf.

Lee died last November at
age 95.

Prosecutors say Morgan
pocketed more than $262,000
from autograph-signing ses-
sions Lee did in May 2018.

Morgan at one point also
took Lee from his Hollywood
Hills home to a Beverly Hills
condominium “where Morgan
had more control over Lee,”
according to California author-
ities.

Lee’s daughter said in a
request for a restraining order
last year that Morgan was
manipulating the mentally
declining Lee, preventing him
from seeing family and friends,
and trying to take control of his
money and business affairs.

Alex Kessel, an attorney for
Morgan, has said his client has
never abused or taken advan-
tage of Lee.

Former manager
of Stan Lee charged

Morgan Lee

� A photo caption with the Brookside graduation story in Sun-
day’s Chronicle left off the last name of the class president. It is
Malachi Sheffield. Due to a reporter’s error, in the same story,
student speaker Connor Baughman was misidentified as
Hunter Garlock.

“It’s the bane of every
speller’s existence,” Naysa
said. “It’s what we hate.”

The schwa falls only on
unstressed syllables. Any
vowel can make the sound,
and so can “y.” Sometimes a
schwa can show up where
vowels fear to tread: Think of
the second syllable of the
word “rhythm.”

And only in the English lan-
guage can a single sound be so
versatile.

“It’s why there are spelling
bees in English and no other
language,” said Peter
Sokolowski, a lexicographer at
Merriam-Webster who attends
the bee regularly.

In Romance languages like
French and Spanish, vowels
are predictable. The same let-
ters rarely make different
sounds. Sokolowski cites the
example of “banana” — in
Spanish the three “a″ sounds
are identical, but in English,
because the stress falls on the
middle syllable, the first and
third “a″ sounds become
schwas.

And because English
absorbs words from every lan-
guage, words with obvious
spellings in their native
tongues can become mysteri-
ous.

Linguistic experts like
Sokolowski or ex-spellers like
Scott Remer, who placed
fourth in 2008 and later wrote
a book, “Words of Wisdom,” to
guide high-level spellers, can
sense the unease provoked by
an unfamiliar schwa.

“You can usually tell when
they are testing the kids on the
schwa and you can often tell
when the kids are taken aback
by it,” said Remer, 25, who
coaches spellers in addition to

his day job at the Council on
Foreign Relations. “The vast
majority of instances where
kids misspell is due to the
schwa.”

Naysa, a 13-year-old from
Frisco, Texas, who will be back
for one last crack at the bee this
year, got dinged out in seventh
place two years ago by the word
“marasmus,” which means a
condition of chronic under-
nourishment. She went with an
“e″ for the first vowel. If the
word were spelled that way, the
pronunciation would be exactly
the same.

“I knew the word. I knew the
word. I had heard it before, I
knew the definition of it, but I
forgot that schwa in that sec-
ond,” Naysa said.

For a while, she would wake
up at night thinking about it.

“Over time, it will still hurt
but you stop thinking about it
as much, but when I think
about it, it really, really bugs
me, because it’s obviously ‘m-
a,’” Naysa said. “How could I be
so stupid?”

Spellers have a variety of
techniques to deal with the
schwa, but nothing is foolproof.

Sylvie Lamontagne, a 16-
year-old two-time finalist who
is coaching five spellers in this
year’s bee, said she advises her
students to start with the lan-
guage of origin as they assess
which vowel is most likely.

“Greek words have ‘o,’ Latin
words have ‘i,’ but it doesn’t
always hold up and it adds
another layer of confusion,”
Sylvie said. “It’s just kind of a
mess.”

Anisha Rao of Corona, Cali-
fornia, who tied for 10th in last
year’s bee, said she deals with
tricky schwas the old-fash-
ioned way: rote memorization.

“People don’t like to talk
about it,” said Anisha, who’s 13
and will compete again this
year, “but sometimes the best
way is just to memorize the
word.”

Schwas can be even more
confusing when Scripps, in
the later rounds of the bee,
digs into the dictionary for

words with languages of origin
that are obscure or unknown,
or words that originated as
trademarks.

“As a general rule, often
trademarks and words from
unknown languages that might
look shorter, might look easier,
are actually way hard,” Sylvie
said. “You’re sort of in the dark.
You have to do what you can to
put it together with very limited
information.”

The schwa is a big reason
why, for all the talk about pre-
bee favorites like Naysa, there
are no sure things. For every
Vanya Shivashankar, who in
2015 claimed a title that
seemed preordained, there is a
Karthik Nemmani, last year’s
previously unheralded cham-
pion who got in through the
bee’s new wild-card program.
The wild cards, who pay their
own way into the bee rather
than winning regional compe-
titions and earning sponsor-
ships, are back this year, and
the bee is bigger than ever with
565 competitors.

The field is deep, too, with
11 spellers who made last
year’s prime-time finals return-
ing. Naysa believes luck is a
bigger factor than anyone real-
izes in the final rounds and
bristles at the suggestion the
title is hers to lose. Spellers
believe they are competing not
against each other, but Mer-
riam-Webster’s Unabridged
dictionary, and somewhere in
that volume is a maddening
schwa for everyone.

“Elite spellers aren’t truly
guessing very often. They can
usually make up the con-
stituent parts of the word,”
Sokolowski said. “When they
take a long time, you can tell
when a kid really knows and
you can tell when a kid is
guessing. ... It’s rare, and it’s
kind of exciting.”

AP FILE

Naysa Modi, 12, from Frisco, Texas, spells her word
incorrectly May 31 during last year’s Scripps National
Spelling Bee in Oxon Hill, Maryland. Naysa is competing
again this year.

SPELLERS
From A1

Lorain County Veteran of the Year Ray
Kershaw (U.S. Navy) also spoke, adding
that when many veterans joined the mili-
tary, they were no older the members of
the Lorain High School Wind Ensemble
that performed at the service.

“We all did what we were asked to do —
some of us had worse, much more heart-
rending things that happened,” he said.

Kershaw recalled times when he was a
young boy and saw his father, who also
served in the military, break down in tears
with his veteran friends about the war,
and he didn’t understand back then. Even
today, he said, there are times he still can’t
understand what some of his fellow vet-
erans have endured.

“But I do understand that duty and
honor — and it’s an honor to be here and
it’s an honor to have served my country
and it’s an honor to be here with my fel-
low veterans and our proud citizens.”

Contact Bruce Walton at 329-7123 or
bwalton@chroniclet.com. Follow him on Facebook
@BWalton440 or Twitter @BruceWalton.
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Keynote speaker David Hall, a U.S. Army veteran, speaks during the
Memorial Day service Sunday at Lorain High School.
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WAILUKU, Hawaii — A
Hawaii woman who was found
alive in a forest on Maui island
after going missing more than
two weeks ago said she at times
struggled not to give up.

Amanda Eller told the New
York Times that despite these
moments, she told herself “the
only option I had was life or
death.”

“I heard this voice that said,
‘If you want to live, keep going.’
And as soon as I would doubt
my intuition and try to go
another way than where it was
telling me, something would
stop me, a branch would fall on
me, I’d stub my toe, or I’d trip,”
said Eller, 35, a physical thera-
pist and yoga instructor. “So I
was like, ‘OK, there is only one
way to go.’ “

Eller was found injured Fri-
day in the Makawao Forest
Reserve.

Eller, who is from the Maui
town of Haiku, went missing on
May 8. Her white Toyota RAV4
was found in the forest parking
lot with her phone and wallet
inside.

Hundreds of volunteers
searched for her. Eller’s parents
offered a $10,000 reward to
encourage people to find her.

Eller told the Times that she
had intended to go on a short
trail walk. She went off the path
at one point to rest, and when
she resumed hiking, she got
turned around.

“I wanted to go back the way
I’d come, but my gut was lead-

ing me another way — and I
have a very strong gut instinct,”
Eller said. “So, I said, my car is
this way and I’m just going to
keep going until I reach it.”

She said she kept trying to get
back to her car but wound up
going deeper into the jungle.

During her ordeal, she fell off
a cliff, which led her to fracture
her leg and tear the meniscus in
her knee, a friend, Katie York,
told the Times.

After the fall, she struggled to
walk, Eller said. She also had
trouble finding food.

“I was getting so skinny that I
was really starting to doubt if I
could survive,” Eller said.

Finally, after 17 days of wan-

dering, she saw a helicopter
that had been sent to find her.

“I looked up and they were
right on top of me,” Eller told
the Times. “I was like, ‘Oh my
God,’ and I just broke down and
started bawling.”

Javier Cantellops said he was
searching for Eller from a heli-
copter along with Chris
Berquist and Troy Helmers
when they spotted her about
3:45 p.m. Friday near the Kailua
reservoir, according to Maui
Police Department spokesman
Lt. Gregg Okamoto and the
Honolulu Star-Advertiser.

Cantellops told the newspa-
per that she was in the bed of a
creek with waterfalls on either

side.
He told CNN he saw Eller

waving her hands at the heli-
copter.

“It was unbelievable, dude,”
Cantellops said. “Seeing her for
the first time in a long time was
just unbelievable. It was noth-
ing short of elation.”

Eller was in an area with thick
vegetation, he said. “That vege-
tation is so thick, it’s a miracle
that we saw her,” Cantellops
told CNN.

The Maui Fire Department
brought Eller to a hospital for
evaluation, Okamoto said in a
statement.

Her mother, Julia, told the
Maui News that Amanda Eller
survived by staying near a water
source and eating wild raspber-
ries and strawberry guavas. She
even ate a couple of moths, Julia
Eller said.

Her daughter tried to catch
some crawfish, but she was “not
very successful,” Julia Eller said.

“She lost quite a bit of weight,
as you can imagine, being lost
for that amount of time,” Julia
Eller said. “But she was able to
survive it. She had the right
skills and did the right things to
buy time so that we had a
chance to find her.”

Amanda Eller suffered a leg
fracture, abrasions on her
ankles and a severe sunburn,
but Julia Eller told the Maui
News that her daughter’s spirits
were good.

“And all of those things are
treatable,” Julia Eller said.

Hawaii woman rescued from
forest told self not to give up
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Amanda Eller, second from left, poses for a photo after
being found by searchers, Javier Cantellops, far left,
Helmer and Chris Berquist above the Kailua reservoir in
East Maui, Hawaii, on Friday afternoon.


